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The GoodNews 
Letter 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, Christiansburg, Virginia  July 2018 

God calls Christiansburg Presbyterian Church to be a welcoming, loving,  
and diverse community that offers people the opportunity to journey  

toward the fullest expression of their Christian faith. 
 

 

Parsonally Speaking . . .  
I would like to invite – and greatly 

encourage – you to be present for our 
10:00 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, July 29.  This will be CPC’s 
next 5th Sunday service, and a 
wonderful experience awaits us! 

BreAnna Martin will be our 
special guest in worship that Sunday.  I first 
met BreAnna when she sang at Pam and 
Dave Goff’s wedding back in 2014 (she is 
Pam’s niece).  Our paths crossed again last 
summer when Jennifer and I attended one of 
BreAnna’s Sound Therapy Concerts at 
Eucalyptus Massage Therapy in Blacksburg. 
It was after that concert that I knew I wanted 
to invite her to share her gifts with us at CPC 
in one of our 5th Sunday services.  I am 
delighted that she will be with us on July 29! 

At a very young age, BreAnna planned 
to become a doctor, but she decided to 
pursue her love of music instead.  Now a 
classically trained soprano, she earned her 
B.A. in Music from Roanoke College in 2004 
and her M.A. in Music with a concentration in 
Vocal Performance from Radford University 
in 2006. 

BreAnna has always had a great 
interest in the healing arts.  During a trip to 
Boulder, Colorado, she had her first 
encounter with Tibetan Singing Bowls, and 
knew she had found a great marriage of her 
two loves, music and healing.  Today, as a 
trained Sound Practitioner, BreAnna provides 

sound and vibrational therapy using Tibetan 
and crystal singing bowls, tuning forks, gong, 
and her beautiful singing voice. 

BreAnna was very excited to be 
invited to be with us in a worship 
setting, and I know that the 
experience will be spiritually uplifting, 
inspirational, healing, and relaxing. 

You won’t want to miss this, so 
mark your calendar now.  The 5th Sunday 
service on July 29 will offer renewal to your 
body, mind, and spirit! 

 
 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday 
Schedule Runs through 
August 26 

Our summer Sunday worship schedule 
will continue through Sunday, August 26: 

Journey Groups for adults: 9:00-9:45 a.m. 
(no children’s or youth journey groups) 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 



2 
 

A Place to Pray . . . 
CPC’s Prayer Chapel is located on the ground 
floor of the church building, next 
to the Multi-Purpose Room.  
Anyone who seeks a quiet space 
for individual prayer or meditation 
is invited to use the Prayer 
Chapel, which is available during 
regular church office hours (9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) and 
any other times the building is open.  To arrange 
use of the Prayer Chapel at other times, please 
contact the church office (382-2802). 
 

Communion for Those 
Who Can’t Make 
It to Church 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is available for those who 
are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise 
unable to attend worship.  To have the sacrament 
brought to you, please call the church office  
(382-2802).  Anyone who wishes to request 
Communion for a family member or relative who 
is not able to make the request her/himself may 
do so by calling the church.

Care NEWS Line: 
382-NEWS 
Who’s in the hospital?  Who’s 
grieving?  Who’s celebrating?  For 
regularly updated reports on the 
prayer concerns and joys of our 
church (members and their 
families, regular participants and 
their families, former pastors and their families), 
call our 24-hour CareNEWS Line any time, day 
or night.  The number is 382-NEWS (382-6397). 
 

Visit Us on the Web 
www.christiansburgpres.org 

(Christiansburg Presbyterian Church) 

Facebook:  Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

peakspresbytery.org 
(Presbytery of the Peaks) 

              synatlantic.org 
(Synod of the Mid-Atlantic) 

pcusa.org 
(Presbyterian Church, USA) 

and our e-mail address: 
cpchurch@usit.net 

 

The GoodNews Letter is published monthly by 
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

107 W. Main St., Christiansburg, VA  24073 
Ph 540-382-2802; Fax 540-382-1106 
The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Makin, pastor 

Summer Sunday Worship Schedule 
June 3 through August 26 

9:00 a.m. – Adult Journey Groups 
10:00 a.m. – Worship 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20th of each month. 
Articles may be submitted in writing and left in the GoodNews 
Letter box next to the church office or submitted by email to 

Kathie Hollandsworth at luraedythe@gmail.com. 
The GoodNewsletter is distributed via an email message linked 
to CPC’s website.  If you would like to receive a hard copy by 
mail, please call 540-382-2802 or email the church office at 

cpchurch@usit.net. 

CPC Ministry Team  
Contact Persons 

Want more information about what the 
church’s Ministry Teams are doing?  Ready 
to offer to serve with one of the teams in its 
ministry here at CPC?  Here’s who to contact: 
 
Christian Education ..................... Dean Gall 
Congregational Care ..................... Pam Goff 
Fellowship ................................... Ginny Poff 
Good News ............................... Shelda Wills 
Missions ......................................... Paul Poff 
Property ........................................... Bill Craft 
Stewardship & Personnel ... Jay Muscatello 
Worship .................... Kathie Hollandsworth 

 

Ushers for July 
Anna Chamberlayne, John Greene, Kim Rhodes, Steve Rhodes, Sue Taylor, Tay Taylor
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Heartfelt Feelings of Thanks 
I was literally overwhelmed on June 3 after 
worship when the congregation honored me for 
my time of directing CPC’s youth and handbell 
choirs.  It is hard to believe that my grown-up 
children were just 1 and 2 years old when I began 
back in 1982!  

Of course, I had had many fine mentors who had 
held the position before me, and 
who I had watched develop the 
program into what it was when I 
took over.  From a young age, I 
observed the wonderful way in 
which Nicolo LoMascolo, Kitty 
Obenshain, Boots Kinzie, and 
Cheryl St. John nurtured our youth, 
brought in the handbells, and led 
them spiritually as well as musically. 
I had played for the youth choirs, 
sometimes teamed with my good friend Kathy 
(Styne) Jones, and we had a great chance to 
learn how to deal with all ages of church 
musicians.  

Working with Don, and Vernon Miller before him, 
as senior pastors has been a wonderful 
experience – and that is sometimes not typical of 
church musician-pastor relationships!!  Working 
with other musical colleagues like Betty Turner, 
Taylor Baldwin, Davina Gunther, and all the 
volunteers who helped through the years has 
been a sheer joy.  And who can forget all the 

choir parents who herded their children, watched 
out for each other’s families, and generally made 
the program run? 

The talent that we have been blessed with 
through the years is mind-boggling.  When I think 
back to the different groups of both youth and 
handbell ringers that I have had the privilege of 

directing, they made it very easy to 
bring uplifting, meaningful music to 
the congregation as they helped 
lead worship through the liturgical 
year.  And, music stayed with many 
of my “choir kids” as an important 
part of their lives. 

So, thank you for the commissioned 
Tuckwiller painting, and for the tree 
that I know will grace our grounds, 
and for the beautiful walnut box that 

is full of the loving cards I received, and for the 
other tokens of appreciation.  But most of all, 
thanks for the opportunity to make music with our 
CPC family.  As I’ve said, I’m not going 
anywhere!  I know I will continue to worship God 
through music with you all. 

 

 
 

 

Spiritual Direction Available 
Jennifer Makin is a Commissioned Ruling Elder at CPC and is available to 
assist individuals seeking to deepen in their personal relationship with God or 
who find themselves in the midst of spiritual crisis.  The spiritual life is one of 
"formation" characterized by periods of healing, growth, and transformation 
as we gradually allow ourselves to know and be known by God.  During such 
periods, it can be very helpful to have a spiritual companion or director who provides faithful listening in 
the context of a safe and trusting relationship where confidentiality is held in sacred trust.  Jennifer is a 
developmental psychologist, spiritual director, massage therapist, and healing touch practitioner.  As 
such, she has many tools and resources to draw upon to assist those on the path to wholeness.  To 
make an appointment, you may call her at 382-2390, or email her at ringbearer01@hotmail.com.  
 

 
 



CPC Youth 
Newsyouth

Welcome Home, Montreaters!
The following youth and adults attended the Montreat Youth 

Conference from June 10-16:
Julianne Clements Matthew Neal

Lydia Gorzycki Ella Stulce
Savannah Hamilton Sarah Weatherspoon

Emilee Horton Natalie Wheeler
Christopher Neal Patrick Wheeler

Chaperones: David Goff and Julie Neal
We hope you enjoyed the presentation and slides on

Sunday, June 24. If you would like to see more photos,
follow this link:

https://photos.app.goo.gl/rmxLzATk8Mja9VN5A

4 aREa cHURcHES aRE cOllabORaTiNG TO PROviDE a cOmmUNiTY-baSED VBS 
PROGRam TO bE HElD aT CPC FROm JUlY 23-26. THiS iS aN EvENT FOR all

aGES, SO PlEaSE JOiN US TO PaRTaKE iN THiS FUN, FaiTH-FillED EvENT EiTHER aS a
vOlUNTEER OR aS a PaRTiciPaNT. SEE THE NEXT PaGE FOR mORE iNFORmaTiON!
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https://photos.app.goo.gl/rmxLzATk8Mja9VN5A


July 23-26, 2018 
6-8pm 

107 W. Main St.  Christiansburg

@Christiansburg Community VBS

HOSTED BY: 
Asbury United Methodist Church: www.facebook.com/asburyunitedmc 
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church: www.christiansburgpres.org 
Park United Methodist Church: www.facebook.com/306ParkUMC 

St. Paul United Methodist Church: www.stpaulvaumc.org 

Dinner Included

Family Friendly - Kids and Adults

FUN
FAITH
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July Brings Summertime Fun
Birthdays 

July 2 Mary Ann Bircher 
 Joe Pomrenke 
 Scott Urch 
 Linda Woodyard 
July 4 Virginia Yates 
July 5 Erin Rhodes 
July 7 Richard Alley 
July 8 Maggie Lawson 
 Jonathan Taylor 
July 11 Meredith Dabney 
 Sean Young 
July 12 Aaron Harris-Kirby 
July 15 Mallory Rhodes 
July 16 Debbie Brame 
 Doug Jones 
July 17 Betty Mattice 
July 18 Kara Smith 

 

July 19 Susan Daniels 
 Julia Hurley 
July 20 Pam Miller 
 Stephen Osten 
July 21 Tambra Meredith 
July 23 Erin Little 
July 24 Taylor Baldwin 
July 25 Ryan Brame 
 David Williams 
July 28 Katelyn Beamer 
 Kathie Hollandsworth 
July 29 Sue Taylor 
July 30 David Bower 
 Marina Craft 
 Beth Newman 
 Mary Sisson 
 Allison Snow 
July 31 Barbara Duke 

Anniversaries 

July 1 Jerry & Jennifer Smith 
July 3 Taylor & Chelsea Peeples 
July 4 Ken & Julia Hurley 
July 5 Bob & Julie Styne 
July 13 Rusty & Lori Davidson 
July 20 Eric & Sara Snow 
July 24 Anderson & Ginny Peeples 
July 25 Joel & Claudia Pugh 
July 26 Tay & Kathy Taylor 

 

A Double Celebration! 
Abigail and Emma Williams, identical twin daughters of James and Nicole Williams, 
were born June 19 in Gainesville, Virginia.  Congratulations and best wishes to James 
and Nicole; to big brothers Zachary, Alex, and Lucas; and to grandparents Jimmy and 
Harriet Williams! 

 

Thanks for Caring About Our College Students 
CPC Family, 

Thank you for the care package.  It’s always 
nice to receive this right before everything gets 
busy!  It means a lot to know you are still thinking 
about us college students while we are away.  I 
feel so blessed to be part of such a wonderful 
church family.  After a week of stressful finals, I 
am always looking forward to coming back home 
and coming to church every Sunday.  

I also wanted to thank Julie Neal for the 
emails attached with the option of listening to the 
sermons that past Sunday.  That was such a neat 
and thoughtful thing to do.  I really enjoyed being 
able to keep up with the sermons all semester!  

Again, thank you for the care package and 
being a wonderful church family.  

 Bailey Knowles 
 

CPC Family,  
Thank you so much for the care package!  I 

loved all the healthy snacks, plus some sweets! 
It’s so nice to have a church family that cares 
about their college students enough to put 
together a care package every semester!  

I really do appreciate all of the thoughts and 
prayers I know you all say for all of us college 
students.  I’m happy to be home for the summer 
and coming to church every Sunday!  

 With love, Kenna Knowles 
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Cooper House Celebrates Graduates 
Please join us in congratulating our 2018 UKirk at 
Virginia Tech graduates: 

Drew Biddle, graduating with a 
degree in Mechanical 
Engineering, will be working for 
ExxonMobil in Chicago, IL.  

Josh Conyers, graduating with 
a degree in Industrial Systems 
Engineering, will be 
commissioned as an Army 

Engineer Officer, reporting to Fort Leonard Wood, 
MI, for Engineer Officer training in October. 

Sarah Morris, graduating with a degree in Mechanical Engineering, will be working for Georgia Pacific 
in Bethlehem, PA, as a project engineer. 

Ginny Pearson, graduating with a degree in Human 
Development, has accepted a position as Director of 
Youth Ministry at Mt. Olivet Presbyterian Church in 
Charlottesville. 

Ella Reeves, graduating with a degree in 
Environmental Horticulture, will attend NC State next 
fall as a candidate for a Masters’ Degree in Plant 
Pathology. 

Cate Renner, graduating with a degree in Computer 
Modeling Data Analysis, has accepted a position as a 
data scientist with Northwest Mutual in Milwaukee, WI. 

Rachel Sutphin, graduating with a degree in Religion and Culture, will attend Columbia Seminary in 
the fall. 

Thank you for the support you provided these students during their time at Virginia Tech:  meals, exam 
snacks, financial support for their programming, and prayers.  Please continue to keep these graduates 
in your prayers as they enter the next phase of their lives. 
 
 

Need a Helping Hand Around the House? 
CPC’s Men’s Group is dedicated to offering assistance to anyone in the church 
who may need a little help from time to time with small jobs at home.  Need 
some furniture moved?  A leaky faucet fixed?  A running toilet repaired? A 
hard-to-reach light bulb replaced?  Furnace filters changed?  Smoke detector 
checked?  Pictures or mirror hung?  We would love to help . . .  no charge!  

Please call the church office (382-2802) to make your request.  Your 
information will be passed on to us, and we will be in touch to set up a time. 
While we are not able to perform routine yard work (such as mowing, trimming, 
raking) or major repairs or renovations, we are eager to pitch in with the many smaller odd jobs that 
crop up around the house all the time.  Please do call the church office to let us know how we can lend 
a hand! 

Sarah Morris, Ella Reeves, Ginny Pearson, 
Rachel Sutphin, Cate Renner 

Josh Conyers, Ginny Pearson, Cate Renner, 
Rachel Sutphin, Ella Reeves, Drew Biddle 
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We Welcome All Who Worship with Us 
We welcome all visitors to our worship services and activities.  If you are 
a visitor, please know that your presence among us is noted and 
appreciated.  We hope to see you again.  Members, if you see 
neighbors or co-workers visiting us, please extend your personal 
greeting, and invite them to return.  Let’s be sure all our visitors know 
that they are welcome and needed here! 

 
 

Memorial Gifts 
In memory of Ella Barnett by Shelda Wills 

Designated for the Seasonal Music Fund 
In memory of Kitty Obenshain by Co-Workers of Rick Obenshain 

Designated for the HVAC System Fund 
In memory of loved ones by Carl & Wayne King 

In memory of Martin McMillion by Mary Jane McMillion 
 

Honorary Gift  
Designated for the HVAC System Fund  

In honor of Rosalie Jurisson by Jennie Reilly 

 

News from Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women are taking a break from circle meetings in July and August.  
Meetings will resume in September, with the Merry Hearts Circle meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
on September 10, and the Bethany Circle meeting at 10:45 a.m. on September 11. 
Both circles will begin a new Horizons Bible study entitled God’s Promise – I Am with 
You by Amy Poling Sutherlun. 

 

Remember Our Shut-In and Out-of-Town Members 
(For contact information on any of our shut-in or out-of-town members, please call the church office at 382-2802.) 

Dorothy Beasley  Ray Obenshain 

Estelle Chandler Pat Goldammer Edith Reed 

Charlotte Davis Lois Morris Nancy Showalter 
 



 
 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 
107 West Main St. 
Christiansburg, VA  24073 July 2018 

540-382-2802 
cpchurch@usit.net 

www.christiansburgpres.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
9:00 AM Adult Journey 
Groups (adult classes 
only)  
10:00 AM Worship 

2 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 

3 
11:00 AM Mission 
Statement Task 
Force Meeting – 
Library  

4 – Church Office 
closed for 
Independence Day 
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6 7 

8 
9:00 AM Adult Journey 
Groups (adult classes 
only)  
10:00 AM Worship 

9 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 

10 
11:00 AM Mission 
Statement Task 
Force Meeting – 
Library 

11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15  
9:00 AM Adult Journey 
Groups (adult classes 
only)  
10:00 AM Worship 

16 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 

17 18 19 
 

20 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 
 

22  
9:00 AM Adult Journey 
Groups (adult classes 
only)  
10:00 AM Worship  

23 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
6:00-8:00 PM 
Vacation Bible 
School 

24 
6:00-8:00 PM 
Vacation Bible 
School 

25 
6:00-8:00 PM 
Vacation Bible 
School 

26 
6:00-8:00 PM 
Vacation Bible 
School 

27 28 
 

29  
9:00 AM Adult Journey 
Groups (adult classes 
only)  
10:00 AM Worship – 5th 
Sunday Worship Service 

30 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 

31     

 


