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The GoodNews 
Letter 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, Christiansburg, Virginia  May 2018 

God calls Christiansburg Presbyterian Church to be a welcoming, loving,  
and diverse community that offers people the opportunity to journey  

toward the fullest expression of their Christian faith. 
 

 

Parsonally Speaking . . .  
• By the time you read this newsletter, you will 

likely have noticed that our front Sanctuary 
doors and Balcony doors are being refinished!  
This work is being done one door at a time, and 
it will take several weeks to complete the 
project. Please understand and excuse any 
inconvenience you encounter if your “favorite 
door” is missing and its access is temporarily 
blocked off. In the meantime, we can all look 
forward to having beautiful restored doors in the 
near future! 

• Some of you may be aware that the Town of 
Christiansburg is considering closing Hickok 
Street (from West Main Street to Commerce 
Street) to create a permanent location for the 
Farmers’ Market and future Town-sponsored 
and Town-sanctioned events and activities. 
This has significant implications for CPC, the 
most obvious being the potential closing of our 
Hickok Street entrance. The Session has been 
in conversation about this with Town officials for 
a number of months. Nothing has yet been 
officially decided by the Town Council.  
Discussion will continue between the Session 
and Town officials. We will keep the 
congregation updated. Meanwhile, please keep 
your Elders in prayer as they seek to be “good 
neighbors” with the town, while at the same 
time working to protect our church’s interests. 

• There will be lots to celebrate 
in worship on Sunday, May 20! 
We’ll be recognizing our Class of 
2018 High School Graduates, 
and we’ll be inspired by special 
music as the youth voice and 
bell choirs conclude their year of 

service. Following worship, 
please come to the Fellowship 
Hall for a reception in honor of 
the graduates and youth 
choirs. So much to be grateful 
for – don’t miss it! 

• Summer Sunday morning schedule heads-
up:  The Session has approved the following 
Sunday morning schedule for the months of 
June, July, and August: Worship will be at 
10:00 a.m. During the worship service, the 
nursery will be available for children up to age 
5. Children’s and Youth Journey Groups will not 
meet during the summer. Adult Journey Groups 
have the option to take the summer off or to 
meet at 9:00 a.m. 

• And finally, a little “food for thought”:  
Seeing time unfold before you, one moment 
following another, some things before, others 
after, is only one way of seeing. It is a way of 
seeing that is fashioned by our mind. But our 
spirit knows another, deeper, way of seeing, in 
which time is an ocean, not a river. When you 
dive into that ocean, you will know 
that you are as eternal as Abraham. 
Do not be afraid of your own eternal 
nature. It is a gift of the Image of 
God within you. You are not being 
grandiose when you realize, “I am.” You are 
discovering your true nature.  You are not trying 
to be God. You are sinking into the realization 
that the Image of God within you is a reality and 
not just a metaphor. Remember: You are.  

(from The Way of the Word: 
Contemplative Reflections on the Gospels, 

by William Martin) 
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A Place to Pray . . . 
CPC’s Prayer Chapel is located on the ground 
floor of the church building, next 
to the Multi-Purpose Room.  
Anyone who seeks a quiet space 
for individual prayer or meditation 
is invited to use the Prayer 
Chapel, which is available during 
regular church office hours (9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) and 
any other times the building is open. To arrange 
use of the Prayer Chapel at other times, please 
contact the church office (382-2802). 
 

Communion for Those 
Who Can’t Make 
It to Church 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is available for those who 
are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise 
unable to attend worship. To have the sacrament 
brought to you, please call the church office (382-
2802). Anyone who wishes to request 
Communion for a family member or relative who 
is not able to make the request her/himself may 
do so by calling the church.

Care NEWS Line: 
382-NEWS 
Who’s in the hospital? Who’s 
grieving? Who’s celebrating? For 
regularly updated reports on the 
prayer concerns and joys of our 
church (members and their 
families, regular participants and 
their families, former pastors and their families), 
call our 24-hour CareNEWS Line any time, day 
or night. The number is 382-NEWS (382-6397). 
 

Visit Us on the Web 
www.christiansburgpres.org 

(Christiansburg Presbyterian Church) 
Facebook:  Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

peakspresbytery.org 
(Presbytery of the Peaks) 

              synatlantic.org 
(Synod of the Mid-Atlantic) 

pcusa.org 
(Presbyterian Church, USA) 
and our e-mail address: 

cpchurch@usit.net 

 

The GoodNews Letter is published monthly by 
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

107 W. Main St., Christiansburg, VA  24073 
Ph 540-382-2802; Fax 540-382-1106 
The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Makin, pastor 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:30 a.m. – Journey Groups for all ages 

11:00 a.m. – Worship 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20th of each month. 
Articles may be submitted in writing and left in the GoodNews 
Letter box next to the church office or submitted by e-mail to 

Kathie Hollandsworth at luraedythe@gmail.com. 
The GoodNewsletter is distributed via an email message linked 

to CPC’s website. If you would like to receive a hard copy by 
mail, please call 540-382-2802 or e-mail the church office at 

cpchurch@usit.net. 

CPC Ministry Team  
Contact Persons 

Want more information about what the 
church’s Ministry Teams are doing? Ready to 
offer to serve with one of the teams in its 
ministry here at CPC? Here’s who to contact: 
 
Christian Education ....................... Dean Gall 
Congregational Care ...................... Pam Goff 
Fellowship ..................................... Ginny Poff 
Good News ................................. Shelda Wills 
Missions ........................................... Paul Poff 
Property ............................................ Bill Craft 
Stewardship & Personnel ..... Jay Muscatello 
Worship ...................... Kathie Hollandsworth 

 

Ushers for May 
Bev Bridges, Michael Dunn, Mary Osten, Bill Rhudy, Emily Winters, Gene Winters 

 

mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
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CHRISTIANSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL SPRING CONCERT 

 

Sunday, May 6 – 3:00 p.m. 
 

PanJammers 
Steel Drum Orchestra 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The New River Valley's steel drum orchestra brings the music 
of the Caribbean to Christiansburg! The PanJammers perform 
a range of styles, including calypso, reggae, jazz, Latin, and 
funk, on hand-crafted instruments from Trinidad. Enjoy the 

sounds of the islands right here at CPC! 
 

The concert will take place on the back lawn of the church, so 
please bring lawn chairs and/or blankets for your seating. In 
the event of inclement weather, the concert will be in the 
Sanctuary.  
 

Invite your friends!   Reception following concert! 



News from

CPC’s Youth Group had a great time competing in their very own 
“Chopped”-style competition, a la Food Network, on April 8. The 

boys competed against the girls, and the girls came out on top by a 
slim margin. We all enjoyed the experience, the food, the friendly 

competition, and the opportunity to work together toward a 
common goal. BONUS: No one was left wanting for food, so the 

backup PB&J table was never even touched!

To see pictures from the event, follow THIS LINK.

Coming in may

May 6 – CPC’s Spring Concert featuring The Panjammers!
CPC’s Youth Group will enjoy a quick lunch in the Tin Shop after 
worship then help set up for the concert. Wear comfy clothes!

May 13 – Mothers Day
Kids, you really should spoil your mothers on this day! Just think of 

how much they do for you every day – they deserve lots of love!

May 20 – Graduate Recognition Sunday
Final music offerings for the year from our youth music groups.

Everyone, please be here on this day to celebrate our graduates and
support our singers and ringers! CPC Youth is the theme of the day!
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Community 
engagement

news

IT’S FARMERS’ MARKET TIME!!
We want to have a strong CPC presence each week at the 

Farmer’s Market on Hickok Street. The Market runs from 3-7pm 
each Thursday beginning May 3.

Julie will be setting up a tent and table each week beginning
around 2pm and breakdown should be finished no later than

8pm.

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING         
at least 1-2 hours of your time on any Thursday to help with this 

effort. We will offer free lemonade and water and have 
pamphlets, magnets, and advertisements for upcoming special 

events at CPC available at the table.

If you are willing to help, please call the church office or email 
Julie (jnealcpc@gmail.com) at your earliest convenience.

We especially need help the first week, May 3.

Let’s join together to show the community that we are a strong 
Family of Faith!
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Presbyterian Women News 
CPC hosted the 

Spring Gathering for 
Presbyterian Women in 
the New River Valley, 
Roanoke Valley, and 
Highlands Neighborhoods 
Sunday afternoon, April 

22, with 52 people representing 13 churches in 
attendance. 

Participants received information about the 
2018 Birthday Offering; the PW Synod Summer 
Gathering June 8-10 at the Massanetta Springs 
Camp and Conference Center in Harrisonburg; 
the Churchwide Gathering August 2-5 at the Galt 
House Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky; and the 
Peaks PW Annual Gathering September 29 at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg. 
A monetary offering of $500 was received to 
benefit Peacework, an organization that is 
working to foster self-determination for children 
at-risk of human trafficking. 

As part of the Gathering, attendees had been 
encouraged to bring items to package hygiene 
bags/kits for the Salvation Army. CPC circle 
members donated many, many items for this 
mission project. Items from CPC were combined 
with those from the other churches, and 46 
gallon-size kits were completely filled, with 13 
gallon-size kits being partially filled. In addition to 
the packaged kits, numerous loose items will also 
be delivered to the Roanoke Salvation Army. 
Thanks to everyone who donated items for this 
worthy project!! 

The Merry Hearts Circle will meet Monday, 
May 7 at 6:00 p.m., and the Bethany Circle will 
meet Tuesday, May 8 at 10:45 a.m.  Both circles 
will meet in Room 201 (Session Room) to 
continue their discussions of the Horizons Bible 
Study, Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of 
Christ in Hebrews by Melissa Bane Sevier.

 

Attention, High School Graduates! 
CPC’s high school graduates will be honored during worship on Sunday, May 
20. All graduates who would like to be recognized that day are asked to 
complete a graduate information form. Do you have a child or grandchild who 
will be graduating from high school this spring? Please let them know about this 
upcoming celebration. Forms are available in the church office. 
 
 

Need a Helping Hand Around the House? 
CPC’s Men’s Group is dedicated to offering assistance to anyone in the 
church who may need a little help from time to time with small jobs at home. 
Need some furniture moved? A leaky faucet fixed? A running toilet repaired?  
A hard-to-reach light bulb replaced? Furnace filters changed? Smoke 
detector checked? Pictures or mirror hung? We would love to help… no 
charge!  

Please call the church office (382-2802) to make your request. Your 
information will be passed on to us, and we will be in touch to set up a time. 

While we are not able to perform routine yard work (such as mowing, trimming, raking) or major repairs 
or renovations, we are eager to pitch in with the many smaller odd jobs that crop up around the house 
all the time. Please do call the church office to let us know how we can lend a hand! 
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Notes from the April Session Meeting 
• Elders heard a presentation from two Town of Christiansburg officials pertaining to the town’s 

consideration of permanently closing Hickok Street from West Main Street to Commerce Street. The 
Session had some concerns about this possibility and appointed Jay Muscatello to speak on behalf of 
the Session during a Public Hearing to express those concerns to the Town Council. 

• Communications were received from the Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands expressing 
appreciation for CPC’s gift of $2,060 for the 100th Anniversary Endowment Fund Campaign and for 
the second-quarter benevolence gift. 

• The Session elected Julie Neal to serve as CPC’s Commissioner to the May 3 Presbytery Meeting at  
Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg, with Boots Kinzie to serve as the alternate. 

• The Worship Ministry Team reported that preachers and liturgists are being secured for the Sundays 
when the pastor will be on vacation and study leave; the May 6 Spring Concert will feature the 
PanJammers, followed by a reception; the bulletin cover re-design has been well received; and Tyler 
Humphreys is working on plans for a permanent projector and screen. 

• The Session approved a joint recommendation from the Worship and Christian Education Ministry 
Teams that CPC’s 2018 summer Sunday morning schedule for June through August be Journey 
Groups at 9:00 a.m. (adults who wish to meet) and Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

• The Good News Ministry Team reported that discussions continue about a digital or LED replacement 
sign for the front of the church and a re-design of the main hallway area; the April edition of the 
newsletter was distributed electronically, with the office staff attempting to work out any problems; 
and the next New Member Sunday is scheduled for May 6. 

• The Missions Ministry Team reported that the Scouts are hoping to construct a fire pit near the Tin 
Shop. 

• The Fellowship Ministry Team reported that it will coordinate the reception after the Spring Concert 
May 6, and after the graduate recognition May 20. 

• The Property Ministry Team presented the first-quarter rental properties report to the Session. 
• The Session approved a recommendation from the Property Ministry Team that an exception to 

CPC’s building use policy be granted so that the Tin Shop can be made available for Pathway 
Christian Academy’s 2018 Spring Prom May 12. 

• The Stewardship and Personnel Ministry Team reported that plans are underway for a special estate 
giving stewardship emphasis in worship May 20, for the purpose of increasing CPC’s endowment 
fund.   

• The income and expense report for March showed income of $17,359.70 and expenses of 
$29,523.19, for a deficit of $12,163.49. Year-to-date income is $54,409.38, and expenses are 
$92,943.26, for a deficit of $38,533.88. 

• The Session approved a recommendation from the Stewardship and Personnel Ministry Team that 
the 2017 financial deficit of $29,675.36 be settled by transferring funds from the Building/Operating 
fund of the endowment. 

• The Mission Statement Task Force has met three times and has been working on some ideas about 
ways to rethink CPC’s organizational structure. 

• The Director of Youth Ministries and Community Engagement reported that plans are progressing on 
the T-shirt fundraiser; the Montreat pre-conference meeting will take place April 22; she hopes to 
have a presence at the Farmers’ Market; and she continues working with representatives from 
Asbury, Park, and St. Paul United Methodist Churches on a community Vacation Bible School in July. 

• The Pastor reported that he shared in the leadership of a Community Good Friday Worship Service 
hosted by Asbury United Methodist Church March 30; he officiated at the funeral service for non-CPC 
member Pat Horne on April 7, at St. Paul United Methodist Church; Rachel Sutphin will be the supply 
preacher on April 22 while he is on study leave; and a Habitat for Humanity representative will offer a 
brief presentation during worship April 15. 
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May Celebrations
Birthdays 
May 1 Michael Foster 
May 2 Rebecca Nixon 
 Ryan Osborne 
 Linda Price 
May 3 Patrick Wheeler 
May 5 Kate Feuchtenberger 
 Evelyn Kimball 
May 7 Melissa Milione 
 Jeff Urch 
 Steve Vacca 
May 8 Julianne Clements 
 Michaela Goldammer 
May 9 David Dunn 
 Melody Yuvanavattana 

Mays 
 Dave Thomas 
 Natalie Wheeler 
May 10 Jennifer Smith 
 Jeff Stanley 
May 11 Logan Price 
May 12 Christopher Neal 
 Kevin Poole 
May 13 Julie Campbell 
 Brian Hamilton 
 John Weatherspoon 

 

May 15 Steve Frank 
May 17 Cindy Hawley 
 Vicki Kitts 
 Jean Wonderley 
May 20 Henry Showalter 
 Meredith Morgan 
May 21 Steve Rhodes 
May 22 Allison Lee Craft 
 Carie Muscatello 
May 23 Tristan Hall 
 Sean Osborne 
May 24 Sam Eubanks 
 Stephanie Graham 
 Julia Lucas 
 Kelli Wheeler 
May 26 Luke Hamley 
 Joe Thompson 
May 27 Jack Duke 
 Joe Hamed 
May 28 Chris Messner 
May 30 Audrey Bouchard 
May 31 Wyatt Hurley 

Anniversaries 
May 1 Steve & Kim Rhodes 
May 3 Anthony & Jessica McPeak 
 Henry & Kelly Showalter 
May 9 Tim & Melissa Lawson 
May 11 Andy & Kim Messner 
May 12 Dan & Kenita Brugh 
May 19 Kevin & Jennifer Poole 
 Dallas & Kasey St. Clair 
May 21 Brian & Cyndi Hamilton 
 David & Kelli Wheeler 
May 24 Jeff Hamley & Kymn 

Davidson-Hamley 
 Hank & Dana Partin 
May 25 David & Kati Williams 
May 27 Ralph & Estelle Dobbins 
May 30 Scott & Ann Urch 

 

Thanks for Your Comfort 
Hi Everyone, 
      I just wanted to send this little note to say “Thank You!!!  Very Much!!!”  For all 
the cards, emails, text messages, and communications of all kinds – including 
prayers – that were sent my way as I have been recovering from recent surgery –    
I have felt comforted and quite blessed by all that!                 Love, Ralph Clements 

 

Remember Our Shut-In and Out-of-Town Members 
(For contact information on any of our shut-in or out-of-town members, please call the church office at 382-2802.) 

 

Dorothy Beasley 
 

Estelle Chandler 
 

Charlotte Davis 

Pat Goldammer 

Lois Morris 

Ray Obenshain 
 

Edith Reed 
 

Nancy Showalter 
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We Welcome All Who Worship with Us 
We welcome all visitors to our worship services and activities. If you are 
a visitor, please know that your presence among us is noted and 
appreciated. We hope to see you again. Members, if you see neighbors 
or co-workers visiting us, please extend your personal greeting, and 
invite them to return. Let’s be sure all our visitors know that they are 
welcome and needed here! 

 
 

Memorial Gifts 
In memory of Polly Board by Shelda Wills 

In memory of Tim Johnson by Jay & Amy Johnson 

In memory of Don McClintock by Shelda Wills 

In memory of Doris Oliver by Shelda Wills 

Designated for the Landscaping Fund 
In memory of Don McClintock by Lynn Hickok 

 

Spiritual Direction Available 
Jennifer Makin is a Commissioned Ruling Elder at CPC and is available to 
assist individuals seeking to deepen in their personal relationship with God or 
who find themselves in the midst of spiritual crisis. The spiritual life is one of 
"formation" characterized by periods of healing, growth, and transformation as 
we gradually allow ourselves to know and be known by God. During such 

periods, it can be very helpful to have a spiritual companion or director who provides faithful listening in 
the context of a safe and trusting relationship where confidentiality is held in sacred trust. Jennifer is a 
developmental psychologist, spiritual director, massage therapist, and healing touch practitioner. As 
such, she has many tools and resources to draw upon to assist those on the path to wholeness. To 
make an appointment, you may call her at 382-2390, or e-mail her at ringbearer01@hotmail.com.  
 

 
Now the bright morning-star, Day’s harbinger, 
Comes dancing from the East, and leads with her 
The flowery May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip and the pale primrose. 
Hail, bounteous May, that dost inspire 
Mirth, and youth, and warm desire! 
Woods and groves are of thy dressing; 
Hill and dale doth boast thy blessing. 
Thus we salute thee with our early song, 
And welcome thee, and wish thee long. 

John Milton, Song on a May Morning, 1660  

tel:%28540%29%20382-2390
mailto:ringbearer01@hotmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
3:30 PM Christian 
Education Ministry Team 
Meeting – Rm. 201 

2 
3:30 PM Harmony Choir & 
Good Vibrations* 
4:30 PM Melody Choir  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

3 
9:30 AM Presbytery 
of the Peaks Meeting 
at Quaker Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, 
Lynchburg 

4 5 

6  
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 N Grades 5-12 
Youth – Tin Shop 
3:00 PM Annual Spring 
Concert featuring “The 
Panjammers” – back lawn, 
weather permitting, 
followed by reception 

7 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
6:00 PM Merry Hearts 
Circle Meeting – Rm. 
201 

8 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
10:45 AM Bethany Circle 
Meeting – Rm. 201 
6:30 PM Session Meeting 
– FH

9 
3:30 PM Harmony Choir & 
Good Vibrations 
4:30 PM Melody Choir  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers  
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

10 
4:00 PM Spiritual 
Listening Journey 
Group – Rm. 202 

11 12 

13 – Mother’s Day  
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship  

14 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 

15 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
6:00 PM Ministry Team 
Meeting Night begins 

16  
3:30 PM Harmony Choir & 
Good Vibrations 
4:30 PM Melody Choir  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers  
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

17 18 19 

20 – Day of Pentecost 
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship – Youth 
Choirs end year; Graduate 
Recognition 
12:00 N After-Church 
Fellowship 

Newsletter Deadline 

21 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 

22 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 

23 
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

24 25 26 

27 – Trinity Sunday 
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship  

28 – Memorial Day – 
Church Office closed 

29 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 

30 
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

 31 

*Good Vibrations: grades 3-8 handbells; Harmony Choir: grades 3-8 singers; Melody Choir: preschool-grade 2 singers;
Chancel Ringers: youth & adult handbells; Chancel Choir: grade 9-adult singers 

mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
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