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The GoodNews 
Letter 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, Christiansburg, Virginia  April 2018 

God calls Christiansburg Presbyterian Church to be a welcoming, loving,  
and diverse community that offers people the opportunity to journey  

toward the fullest expression of their Christian faith. 
 

Easter Day at CPC – April 1 
Don’t miss these wonderful opportunities for worship and fellowship on this special day! 

• 6:30 a.m.  – Joint Easter Sunrise Service with St. Paul United Methodist Church, 
outside at St. Paul.  Following the service, breakfast will be served, and we are 
invited to be St. Paul’s guests for the meal. 

• 10:15 a.m. – Children’s Easter Egg Hunt at CPC, for all toddlers to 4th graders. 
Bring your Easter basket, and meet outside behind the church building. 

• 11:00 a.m. – Easter Worship at CPC, in the Sanctuary.  This year’s One Great 
Hour of Sharing Easter Offering will be received.  This special annual giving 
opportunity supports three vitally important ministries of the Presbyterian Church (USA):  the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Self-Development of 
People Program.  Today, projects supported by OGHS are underway in more than 100 countries 
around the world.  As you are able, please give generously. 

 
The Inward Journey at CPC: 
Two Invitations 
• An invitation from the Spiritual Listening 

Journey Group:  The Spiritual Listening 
Journey Group meets on the first Thursday of 
each month, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m., in room 202.  
The format of each gathering typically includes 
a time of silence for meditation/centering 
prayer, followed by conversation focused on a 
reading or audio presentation.  Starting with its 
next get-together on Thursday, April 5, the 
group will be hearing and discussing an audio 
presentation by Richard Rohr, “Living in the 
Eternal Now.”  This profound talk shows how 
we can observe the obstacles within us that 
keep us from living in the present.  Everyone is 
cordially invited to come and participate! 

• An invitation from the Practical Christian 
Living Journey Group:  Starting the Sunday 
after Easter (April 8), the class will begin a 10-
week study of Richard Rohr’s book, Things 
Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality, led by Don 

Makin.  The class extends an open invitation to 
anyone who wishes to take part, especially 
those who are not currently part of a Sunday 
morning Journey Group.  Participants are 
asked to acquire their own books for this study.  
Reading assignment for the first class is the 
Introduction and Chapter 1 (pp. 1-26). 

 

“Sunday School” Becomes 
“Journey Groups” 
In keeping with the “journey” theme in our 
mission, vision, values, and identity statements, 
our Sunday School classes are now being 
referred to as “Journey Groups.”  Yes, at one 
level, this is just a change in wording.  At a 
deeper level, however, real change often begins 
with a change in the language we use and how 
we think about things.  It is the Session’s hope 
that we at CPC will embrace a fresh vision of how 
current and future Journey Groups (on Sunday 
mornings and at other times) can help us along 
the inward and outward journeys. 
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A Place to Pray . . . 
CPC’s Prayer Chapel is located on the ground 
floor of the church building, next 
to the Multi-Purpose Room.  
Anyone who seeks a quiet space 
for individual prayer or meditation 
is invited to use the Prayer 
Chapel, which is available during 
regular church office hours (9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) and 
any other times the building is open.  To arrange 
use of the Prayer Chapel at other times, please 
contact the church office (382-2802). 
 

Communion for Those 
Who Can’t Make 
It to Church 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is available for those who 
are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise 
unable to attend worship.  To have the sacrament 
brought to you, please call the church office (382-
2802).  Anyone who wishes to request 
Communion for a family member or relative who 
is not able to make the request her/himself may 
do so by calling the church.

Care NEWS Line: 
382-NEWS 
Who’s in the hospital?  Who’s 
grieving?  Who’s celebrating?  For 
regularly updated reports on the 
prayer concerns and joys of our 
church (members and their 
families, regular participants and 
their families, former pastors and their families), 
call our 24-hour CareNEWS Line any time, day 
or night.  The number is 382-NEWS (382-6397). 
 

Visit Us on the Web 
www.christiansburgpres.org 

(Christiansburg Presbyterian Church) 
Facebook:  Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

peakspresbytery.org 
(Presbytery of the Peaks) 

              synatlantic.org 
(Synod of the Mid-Atlantic) 

pcusa.org 
(Presbyterian Church, USA) 
and our e-mail address: 

cpchurch@usit.net 

 

The GoodNews Letter is published monthly by 
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

107 W. Main St., Christiansburg, VA  24073 
Ph 540-382-2802; Fax 540-382-1106 
The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Makin, pastor 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:30 a.m. – Journey Groups for all ages 

11:00 a.m. – Worship 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20th of each month. 
Articles may be submitted in writing and left in the GoodNews 
Letter box next to the church office or submitted by e-mail to 

Kathie Hollandsworth at luraedythe@gmail.com. 
The GoodNewsletter is distributed via an email message linked 
to CPC’s website.  If you would like to receive a hard copy by 
mail, please call 540-382-2802 or e-mail the church office at 

cpchurch@usit.net. 

CPC Ministry Team  
Contact Persons 

Want more information about what the 
church’s Ministry Teams are doing?  Ready 
to offer to serve with one of the teams in its 
ministry here at CPC?  Here’s who to contact: 
 
Christian Education ....................... Dean Gall 
Congregational Care ...................... Pam Goff 
Fellowship ..................................... Ginny Poff 
Good News ................................. Shelda Wills 
Missions ........................................... Paul Poff 
Property ............................................ Bill Craft 
Stewardship & Personnel ..... Jay Muscatello 
Worship ...................... Kathie Hollandsworth 

 

Ushers for April 
Bru Brubaker, Elijah Brubaker, Ralph Clements, Elaine Gall, Gary Overstreet, Lu Vacca 

mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
mailto:cpchurch@usit.net


 

 

 
April 29, 2018 - Mark Your Calendar!! 

Imagine, what if our church doors were closed on a Sunday 
morning?  Relax, please relax; there is no cause for alarm; CPC is 
well and functioning, and our doors will be open every Sunday, 
except one.  April 29 of this year, our doors will not be open 
because?  By now you should know it will be the 5th Sunday of 
April – the 29th – when our entire congregation will be visiting the 
three predominately African-American churches in Christiansburg. 
On that Sunday, we will have Sunday School at our usual 9:30 
time, but there will be no 11:00 service in our Sanctuary that day. 
By the way, have you marked your calendar for our “Joining 
Hands with Our Neighbors” event on April 29th?  We will pause for 
a few minutes for you to do so…………………  Please remember, 
this is a family visitation, meaning our entire church family will be 
visiting, as well as your family, and that includes babies, children, 
and everyone in your family.  
Early in April you will be receiving details about our visitation to 
Schaeffer Memorial Baptist Church, Greater Mt. Zion United 
Holiness Church, and Asbury United Methodist Church.  Please 
remember, these three churches will be asking their members to 
spread out throughout their sanctuaries in order to leave room for 
all of us to mingle with our hosts.  
For any of our members who might have been unable to worship 
with us in a while, we hope to see you soon.   
If not, perhaps April 29th could be a meaningful time for your 
family to reconnect with CPC and join us by extending your hand 
in love and friendship to our neighbors. 
As we said before, we know the warm fellowship we experience at 
CPC will be carried into these churches, and all who participate 
will come back having made new friends and with wonderful 
stories to share. 
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NEWS FROM CPC YOUTH 

CPC Youth are collecting baby wipes to donate to area 
Head Start programs. Please consider picking up a 
pack or two the next time you are at Kroger or 
anywhere else you might find them! The collection will 
go through April 8. 

Easter Egg Hunt Easter Morning! 

Middle and High School Youth will be hiding Easter Eggs for little ones 
through the 4th grade to find on Easter morning! 

The Easter Egg Hunt will begin at 10:15 on the lawn. 
In case of mud/bad weather, the event will take place in the Tin Shop. 

Youth Group 

CPC Youth Group met on March 11 and decorated bags for the Baby 
Wipes Drive. You can find the bags placed in several areas around the 

building for your convenience. Let’s fill those bags, folks! 

The next Youth Group meeting (grades 5-12) will take place on 
April 8 in the Tin Shop following the worship service. 
We will have a “Chopped”-style cooking competition! 

MONTREAT UPDATE 

Plans are starting to ramp up for our trip to Montreat! CPC has at 
least 10 youth and 2 adults attending this year. A mandatory meeting 

for all youth attending the conference plus at least one parent will 
take place after worship in the Tin Shop on April 22. Lunch included! 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT NEWS 

Interested in being involved in the community as a Family of Faith? 
Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Bring packs of baby wipes to cpc 

CPC youth are collecting baby wipes to donate 
to area Head Start programs. This is a great 

cause and helps many, many families, so please 
consider picking up a couple of packs of wipes the next time you are 
out shopping! Monetary donations designated as “baby wipes” will 

also be accepted. 

Mark Your Calendars: May 12 

The Montgomery Musem will be hosting “Crusin’ 
Downtown Christiansburg” and would like our 
Family of Faith to help out.  Julie is working with 
Sue Farrar, CPC member and Executive Director 
of the Montgomery Museum to plan for this 
event. Stay tuned for details! 

T shirt fundraiser coming soon! 

New CPC gear AND support for CPC Youth to attend 
conferences and retreats? Why, yes! Keep an eye out for 
our upcoming T Shirt Fundraiser! BONUS: CPC is 
partnering with our own Beth Newman at Mama 
Peacock Baby Owl for this project! 
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Presbyterian Women News 
CPC will host the Spring Gathering for 
Presbyterian Women in the New River Valley, 
Roanoke Valley, and Highlands Neighborhoods 
Sunday afternoon, April 22.  Registration with 
light refreshments will be available 
from 2:30-3:00 p.m.  The Gathering 
will convene at 3:00 p.m. and will 
conclude by 5:00 p.m.   

Information will be available about 
the PW Synod Summer Gathering in 
June, the Churchwide Gathering in 
August, and the Peaks PW Annual 
Gathering in September.  A monetary 
offering will be received to benefit Peacework, an 
organization that is working to foster self-
determination for children at-risk of human 
trafficking. 

Attendees are asked to bring items for hygiene 
bags for the Salvation Army.  These items include 
bars of soap (bath size in the wrapper), combs, 
deodorant, dental floss, razors, shaving cream, 

toothbrushes (in individual wrappers), toothpaste, 
wash cloths, and hand towels (16” x 28” in size). 
The hygiene bags will be packaged after the 
business portion of the Gathering. 

Everyone will have the opportunity to 
purchase tickets for a chance to win a 
“Pamper Yourself” box full of goodies! 

Tickets will be sold at $2 each, or 
three tickets for $5, with proceeds 

from the drawing benefitting the 
scholarship fund to attend the Synod 

of the Mid-Atlantic PW Summer 
Gathering at Massanetta Springs 

Camp and Conference Center in June. 

The Merry Hearts Circle will meet Monday, April 2 
at 6:00 p.m., and the Bethany Circle will meet 
Tuesday, April 3 at 10:45 a.m.  Both circles will 
meet in Room 201 (Session Room) to continue 
their discussions of the Horizons Bible Study, 
Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in 
Hebrews by Melissa Bane Sevier. 

 

Attention, High School Graduates! 
CPC’s high school graduates will be honored during worship on Sunday, May 20. 
All graduates who would like to be recognized that day are asked to complete a 
graduate information form.  Do you have a child or grandchild who will be 
graduating from high school this spring?  Please let them know about this 
upcoming celebration.  Forms are available in the church office. 
 
 

Spiritual Direction Available 
Jennifer Makin is a Commissioned Ruling Elder at CPC and is available to 
assist individuals seeking to deepen in their personal relationship with God or 
who find themselves in the midst of spiritual crisis.  The spiritual life is one of 
"formation" characterized by periods of healing, growth, and transformation as 
we gradually allow ourselves to know and be known by God.  During such 

periods, it can be very helpful to have a spiritual companion or director who provides faithful listening in 
the context of a safe and trusting relationship where confidentiality is held in sacred trust.  Jennifer is a 
developmental psychologist, spiritual director, massage therapist, and healing touch practitioner.  As 
such, she has many tools and resources to draw upon to assist those on the path to wholeness.  To 
make an appointment, you may call her at 382-2390, or e-mail her at ringbearer01@hotmail.com.  

tel:%28540%29%20382-2390
mailto:ringbearer01@hotmail.com
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Book Sale! 
It’s time to update, upgrade, and overhaul CPC’s library, to make it more relevant to 
the interests and needs of our church today.  Many of the books have not been 
checked out in over 20 years, and now is the time to move them out so we can move 
other materials in.  So, we’re having a book sale!  The books are displayed on a 
table in the main hallway.  Donate any amount you wish and help build the library 
fund.  Questions?  Please speak to Anne Greene. 

 

 

Notes from the March Session Meeting 
• Elders participated in a discussion of Chapters 2 and 3 of Richard Rohr’s book, Falling Upward:  A 

Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. 
• Communications were received from the Special Offerings Office of the PCUSA, expressing 

appreciation for the 2017 Christmas Joy Offering; from Mike Abbott, Boy Scout Troop 141 
Scoutmaster, expressing appreciation to CPC and providing some information; from Habitat for 
Humanity, regarding a home-build in Christiansburg; and from the Peaks Session Records Work 
Group, noting that CPC’s 2017 Session minutes had been reviewed and approved without exception. 

• Kathie Hollandsworth, CPC’s Commissioner to the February 17 Presbytery Meeting at Second 
Presbyterian Church in Roanoke, briefly reported on the day’s events. 

• The Worship Ministry Team reported that various services for Lent and Easter have been planned; 
preachers and liturgists are being secured for the Sundays when the pastor will be on vacation and 
study leave; Taylor Baldwin will be at AIMS in Austria four Sundays in July; the youth and handbell 
choirs will end their year on May 20; the old communion table has been modified and is now back in 
the Sanctuary; and banners and a projector and screen are being researched for the Sanctuary. 

• The Christian Education Ministry Team reported that it has been discussing the Sunday morning time 
frame; the church library is being updated to make it more relevant to the needs of CPC today; and 
VBS is tentatively planned for July 23-26. 

• The Session approved a recommendation from the Christian Education Ministry Team that Sunday 
School classes now be referred to as “Journey Groups” in support of CPC’s mission, vision, values, 
and identity statements. 

• The Good News Ministry Team reported that discussions continue about a digital or LED replacement 
sign for the front of the church and a re-design of the main hallway area to make it more of a 
gathering space; the March edition of the newsletter was distributed electronically, with a good 
response from members and friends; and the next New Member Sunday is scheduled for May 6. 

• The Missions Ministry Team reported that it is working on a Mission Fair for September. 
• The Fellowship Ministry Team reported that it will coordinate a soup luncheon on March 18, with 

proceeds benefiting the youth who will be attending the Montreat Youth Conference. 
• The Stewardship and Personnel Ministry Team reported that sign-ups for passive giving opportunities 

through AmazonSmile and Kroger will take place March 18, and an information session on estate 
giving is being planned with assistance from the Presbyterian Foundation. 

• The income and expense report for February showed income of $18,444.41 and expenses of 
$30,138.74, for a deficit of $11,694.33.  Year-to-date income is $37,049.68, and expenses are 
$63,420.07, for a deficit of $26,370.39. 

• The Director of Youth Ministries and Community Engagement reported that she continues working 
with representatives from Asbury, Park, and St. Paul United Methodist churches on the possibility of a 
community Vacation Bible School in July, possibly using a mission focus as the theme; and that plans 
are being made to offer CPC t-shirts for sale. 

• The Pastor reported that a Community Good Friday Worship Service will take place at Asbury United 
Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, March 30. 

• The Session noted the death of Betty Ferguson on March 12. 
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Showers of Blessings in April 

Birthdays 
Apr. 1 Dave Andrews 
Apr. 3 Brian St. John 
Apr. 5 Kortlin Owens 
Apr. 6 Bru Brubaker 
 Elaine Gall 
Apr. 8 Jesse McMullen 
 Patty Prince 
 Ella Stulce 
 Gene Winters 
Apr. 9 Aiden Gunther 
Apr. 11 Anderson Peeples 
Apr. 12 Kenita Brugh 
 Beth Childress 
 David Couch 
Apr. 13 Cole Hudson 
 Amanda Overstreet 
 Sydney Rumpf 
Apr. 14 Rosalie Jurisson 
 Collin Smith 

 

Apr. 15 Judy DiIoia 
Apr. 16 Lindsey Craft Hale 
 Kelly Stulce 
Apr. 17 Suzanne Dunn 
 Taylor Peeples 
Apr. 19 Cathy Altizer 
Apr. 21 Libby Beamer 
 Kristina Cook 
Apr. 23 John Epperly 
 Wayne King 
 Doris Miller 
 Eric Snow 
 James Williams 
Apr. 24 Nicholas Keeling 
Apr. 25 Sarah Akers 
 Avalon McMullen 
Apr. 26 Dallas St. Clair 
Apr. 27 Herb Miller 
 Norm Morgan 

 

Apr. 28 David French 
 Paulos Gorzycki 
Apr. 30 Tyler Gall 
 Tom Teates 
  
Anniversaries 
Apr. 3 Ken & Lori Keeling 
 Jim & Sue Taylor 
Apr. 4 Jared & Marie March 
Apr. 5 Dave & Pam Goff 
Apr. 6 Jeff & Julie Stanley 
Apr. 7 Steve & Susan Frank 
Apr. 11 Sam & Janet Doak 
Apr. 23 Ralph & Sandra Clements 
Apr. 25 Richard & Alice Alley 
 Bru & Martha Brubaker 
 Tyler Kirby & Aaron Harris-Kirby 

 
 

Help “Care” for Our College Students 
Spring is here, and it’s time to prepare “Care Packages” for our young adults 
attending college.  Last semester's response from the congregation was again 
WONDERFUL, and those who contributed to the “Care Packages” were sharing in 
a much-appreciated project of caring for OUR children.  Last semester, over two 
dozen packages were mailed to our students, and goodies were also dropped off at Cooper House. 
“Care Packages” will be sent out this semester the third week of April (before Spring exams), and we 
would appreciate donations of office supplies; individually wrapped granola bars, nabs, cookies, candy; 
monetary gifts to help pay for the postage; or anything else you think would be well received (or wish 
you had received in a care package when you were in college!).   

A special box will be available in the main hallway to receive your gifts.  THANKS again for helping us 
“care” for our young adults.  If you have a family member who has not been receiving care packages, 
please notify the church office. 
 
 

Remember Our Shut-In and Out-of-Town Members 
(For contact information on any of our shut-in or out-of-town members, please call the church office at 382-2802.  

NOTE:  Charlotte Davis will have a new address as of April 1.) 
 

Dorothy Beasley 
 

Estelle Chandler 
 

Charlotte Davis 

Pat Goldammer 

 

Lois Morris 

 

Ray Obenshain 
 

Edith Reed 
 

Nancy Showalter 
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We Welcome All Who Worship with Us 
We welcome all visitors to our worship services and activities.  If you are a 
visitor, please know that your presence among us is noted and appreciated.  We 
hope to see you again.  Members, if you see neighbors or co-workers visiting us, 
please extend your personal greeting, and invite them to return.  Let’s be sure all 
our visitors know that they are welcome and needed here! 
 

 

Special Words of Thanks 
Dear Church, 

Thank you for the support you have shown me 
throughout my time at Virginia Tech.  As many of 
you know, I have begun the process of preparing 
for ordained ministry.  I have decided that I will be 
continuing my education at Columbia Seminary in 
their Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in 
Practical Theology programs.  I will start there in 
July. 

I will be graduating from Tech on May 11 with a 
BA in Religion and Culture and a BS in Human 
Development summa cum laude.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend the ceremony at 3:00 pm in 
the Old Dominion Ballroom at the Squires 
Student Center. 

Peace, Rachel Sutphin 

Dear CPC Family, 
Thank you so much for all of the donations to 

the New River Community College food pantry. 
The students really enjoyed everything you 
provided.  Since we currently do not have a food 
court at the mall, more of our students are using 
the pantry for snacks and meals. 

Thanks again for all of your support. 
 

        Sincerely, Katie Bisset 
 

 
 

Need a Helping Hand Around the House? 
CPC’s Men’s Group is dedicated to offering assistance to anyone in the church who 
may need a little help from time to time with small jobs at home.  Need some furniture 
moved?  A leaky faucet fixed?  A running toilet repaired?  A hard-to-reach light bulb 
replaced?  Furnace filters changed?  Smoke detector checked?  Pictures or mirror 
hung?  We would love to help . . . no charge!  

Please call the church office (382-2802) to make your request.  Your information will be passed on to 
us, and we will be in touch to set up a time.  While we are not able to perform routine yard work (such 
as mowing, trimming, raking) or major repairs or renovations, we are eager to pitch in with the many 
smaller odd jobs that crop up around the house all the time.  Please do call the church office to let us 
know how we can lend a hand! 

 



Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 
107 West Main St. 
Christiansburg, VA  24073 April 2018 540-382-2802 

cpchurch@usit.net 
www.christiansburgpres.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 – Easter 
6:30 AM Easter Sunrise 
Service at St. Paul United 
Methodist Church 
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
10:15 AM Easter Egg Hunt on 
back lawn 
11:00 AM Worship (One 
Great Hour of Sharing Easter 
Offering received) 

2 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
6:00 PM Merry 
Hearts Circle Meeting 
– Rm. 201 

3 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
10:45 AM Bethany Circle 
Meeting – Rm. 201 
3:30 PM Christian 
Education Ministry Team 
Meeting – Rm. 201 

4 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

NOTE: No Youth or 
Handbell Choirs today 

5 
4:00 PM Spiritual 
Listening Journey 
Group – Rm. 202 

6 7 

8  
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 N Grades 5-12 Youth 
meet in Tin Shop 
12:30 PM “Consider CPC” 
Class - FH 

9 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
 

10 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
6:30 PM Session Meeting 
– FH 

11 
5:30 PM Presbyterian 
Women Coordinating 
Team Meeting – Library   
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

NOTE: No Youth or 
Handbell Choirs today 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15  
9:30 AM Journey Groups  
11:00 AM Worship  
 

16 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
 

17 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
6:00 PM Ministry Team 
Meeting Night begins 
 

18  
3:30 PM Harmony Choir & 
Good Vibrations* 
4:30 PM Melody Choir  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers  
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

19 
 

20 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 
 

22  
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 N Montreat Pre-
Conference Meeting – Tin 
Shop 
2:30 PM Peaks Presbyterian 
Women Spring Neighborhood 
Gathering – Sanctuary & FH 

23 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
 

24 
9:00 AM Wisdom Circle 
meets at Jennifer Makin’s 
house 
6:00 PM “Feed the Flock” 
at Cooper House 
 

25 
3:30 PM Harmony Choir & 
Good Vibrations* 
4:30 PM Melody Choir  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers  
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

26 27 28 
 

29 – 5th Sunday Worship 
9:30 AM Journey Groups 
11:00 AM Worship with 
African-American Churches 

30 
10:00 AM Office Staff 
Meeting 
 
 

      

*Good Vibrations: grades 3-8 handbells; Harmony Choir: graes 3-8 singers; Melody Choir: preschool-grade 2 singers; 
Chancel Ringers: youth & adult handbells; Chancel Choir: grade 9-adult singers 

mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
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