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The GoodNews 
Letter 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, Christiansburg, Virginia March 2019 

God calls Christiansburg Presbyterian Church to be a welcoming, loving, 
and diverse community that offers people the opportunity to journey  

toward the fullest expression of their Christian faith. 

Lent Begins with Ash 
Wednesday Service 
March 6 

CPC will observe the 
beginning of this year’s 
season of Lent with an Ash 
Wednesday worship service 
in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 
on March 6. The service will 
include imposition of ashes. Worshipers will have 
the option of coming to the front of the Sanctuary 
where the sign of the cross will be marked with 
ashes on their foreheads, while the traditional 
words are repeated, “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Everyone is encouraged to come to this 
special service. 

Remember to Spring 
Forward! 
Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 10. Be sure to set clocks forward 
one hour on Saturday night, or you’ll be running 
late in the morning!  

Parsonally Speaking . . . 
I am delighted to announce an upcoming 

sermon series called “Reconnecting,” based on 
John Philip Newell’s wonderful book, The 
Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s Struggle for New 
Beginnings. 

The Rev. Dr. John Philip Newell is a poet, 
peacemaker, minister, scholar, and author of over 
15 books. He is internationally 
acclaimed for his work in the field of 
Celtic spirituality. Based in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Newell teaches 
and preaches internationally on 
themes related to the sacredness of the earth and 
the oneness of the human soul. He is one of the 
most prominent teachers of spirituality in the 
English-speaking world. 

In the introduction to The Rebirthing of God, 
Newell sets the stage with these words: “The 
walls of Western Christianity are collapsing. In 
many parts of the West, that collapse can only be 
described as seismic. In another 25 years, much 
of the Western Christian household, as we have 
known it, will be no more. One only has to look 
around on a typical Sunday in most of our 
mainstream Christian churches. Who will be there 
in another quarter of a century? There are three 
main responses or reactions to this collapse. The 
first is to deny that it is happening. The second is 
to frantically try to shore up the foundations of the 
old thing. The third, which I invite us into, is to ask 
what is trying to be born that requires a radical 
reorientation of our vision. What is the new thing 
that is trying to emerge from deep within us and 
from deep within the collective soul of 
Christianity?” 

(cont. on p. 3) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Christianity
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A Place to Pray  
CPC’s Prayer Chapel is located 
on the ground floor of the church 
building, next to the Multi-
Purpose Room. Anyone who 
seeks a quiet space for 
individual prayer or meditation is 
invited to use the Prayer Chapel, 

which is available during regular church office 
hours (9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) and any other 
times the building is open. To arrange use of the 
Prayer Chapel at other times, please contact the 
church office (382-2802). 

Communion for Those 
Who Can’t Make It to 
Church 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is available for those 
who are homebound, 
hospitalized, or otherwise 
unable to attend worship. To 
have the sacrament brought to you, please call 
the church office (382-2802). Anyone who wishes 
to request Communion for a family member or 
relative who is not able to make the request 
her/himself may do so by calling the church. 

 

Visit Us on the Web 
Web Page:  www.christiansburgpres.org 

Facebook Page:  Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 
E-mail:  cpchurch@usit.net 

Presbytery of the Peaks:  www.peakspresbytery.org 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic:  www.synatlantic.org 

Presbyterian Church, USA:  www.pcusa.org 
 
 

The GoodNews Letter is published monthly by Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, 
107 W. Main St., Christiansburg, VA  24073 

Phone 540-382-2802; Fax 540-382-1106 
The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Makin, Pastor 

Sunday Worship Schedule (New This Year!) 
9:30 a.m. – Journey Groups for all ages 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20th of each month. 

Articles may be submitted in writing and left in the GoodNews Letter box next to the church office or 
submitted by email to Kathie Hollandsworth at luraedythe@gmail.com. 

The GoodNews Letter is distributed via an email message linked to CPC’s website. If you would like to 
receive a hard copy by mail, please call 540-382-2802 or email the church office at cpchurch@usit.net.

 

Ushers for March 
Sue Farrar, Cyndi Hamilton, Lawson Hamilton, Savannah Hamilton, 

Kim Rhodes, Steve Rhodes, Tay Taylor

http://www.christiansburgpres.org/
mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
http://www.peakspresbytery.org/
http://www.synatlantic.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/
mailto:luraedythe@gmail.com
mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
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Parsonally Speaking . . . (cont. from p. 1) 
I plan to begin the sermon series on Transfiguration Sunday (March 3), continue through the Sundays 
in Lent, and conclude on Easter Day (April 21). Each sermon in the series will be based on a chapter in 
Newell’s book: 

• Reconnecting with the Earth (March 3) 
• Reconnecting with Compassion (March 10) 
• Reconnecting with the Light (March 17) 
• Reconnecting with the Journey (March 24) 
• Reconnecting with Spiritual Practice (March 31) 
• Reconnecting with Nonviolence (April 7) 
• Reconnecting with the Unconscious (April 14, Palm Sunday) 
• Reconnecting with Love (April 21, Easter Day) 
I hope the series will be interesting and helpful! 

Peace and all good,   
 
 
 

Interested in Serving as a Worship Liturgist? 
The Worship Ministry Team hopes to expand its pool of worship liturgists (the people who help lead 
worship on Sundays when our pastor is away and occasionally at other times). Training is provided. If 
you would like to volunteer, or to find out more about this opportunity, please speak to Don Makin.  
Thanks! 
 
 

Attention, High School Graduates! 
CPC’s high school graduates will be honored during worship on Sunday, May 19.  
All graduates who would like to be recognized that day are asked to complete a 
graduate information form. Do you have a child or grandchild who will be 
graduating from high school this spring? Please let them know about this 
upcoming celebration. Forms are available in the church office. 

 
 
 

Presbyterian Women News 
The Spring Gathering for Presbyterian Women in the New River Valley, Roanoke Valley, 
and Highlands Neighborhoods will take place Sunday afternoon, April 7, at High Bridge 
Presbyterian Church in Natural Bridge. Registration with light refreshments will be 

available from 2:00-2:30 p.m. The Gathering will convene at 2:30 p.m. and will conclude by 4:30 p.m. 
More details will be available at circle meetings and in next month’s newsletter. 
The Merry Hearts Circle will meet Monday, March 4, at 6:00 p.m. in the Session Room (201), and the 
Bethany Circle will meet Tuesday, March 5, at 10:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Both circles will 
continue their discussions of the Horizons Bible Study, God’s Promise: I Am with You by Amy Poling 
Sutherlun. 

  



Montreat Sponsorships
The Gate

$1-50
Anonymous
Anonymous
Vicki Kitts

Sue and Jim Taylor

The huck
$51-100

Anonymous
Don Conner
Gary Fissell

Evelyn Kimball

Lake susan
$101-250

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Dan and Kenita Brugh
John and Kathie Hollandsworth

Pointe West Management
Billy Silvers

Anderson auditorium
$251+

Anonymous
Anonymous – In memory of Monty Leitch and in honor 

of Joe and Margot Thompson
Bill and Tammy Craft

Jay and Linda Muscatello
Joe and Margot Thompson

The Montreat Sponsorship program will continue through May. 
Thank you for your generous support!

FEATURING: CPC YOUTH
For the month of March, we are featuring… 

(DRUM ROLL, PLEASE!)

MAGGIE LAWSON
Go to https://www.christiansburgpres.org/featuring-cpc-youth/

or click on Maggie’s name above to view this feature!

youth

YOUTH GROUP (GRaDES 5-12) 
Will mEET ON MaRcH 17 aFTER 

WORSHiP UNTil 1:30Pm 
DETailS Will bE SENT via Email

Young Children’s Family 
Gathering will take place 

on March 24 after worship
Be on the lookout for 

details!

The 3rd Annual Valentine’s Luncheon was a smashing success! We raised a total 

of $1,830, including $71 from the art raffle! Congratulations to Joyce 

Overstreet, our raffle winner and now proud owner of original artwork by 

Lydia Gorzycki! 

Many thanks to all the parents and kids who pitched in to put on such a fun 

event, and to all who attended and supported us!

Pictures from the event can be found at 

https://www.christiansburgpres.org/3rd-annual-valentines-luncheon

https://www.christiansburgpres.org/featuring-cpc-youth/
https://www.christiansburgpres.org/3rd-annual-valentines-luncheon


Sponsorships

The Gate
$1-$50

The Montreat Gate is 
the iconic entrance 

into the town of 
Montreat. It’s how we 

get in!
This level will help 

cover a portion of one 
youth’s deposit or 

spending money for 
the week.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Please consider 
sponsoring our 

13 youth 
attending the 

Montreat Youth 
Conference this 
summer. Deep 
gratitude for 
any support 
you can give!

The Huck
$51-$100

The Huckleberry, 
lovingly referred to as 

“The Huck,” is the 
building that houses 

the gift shop, 
Starbucks, and the ice 

cream parlor. It’s a 
favorite hangout!

This level will help to 
offset the cost of 

registration for one 
youth or help fill the 

gas tank.

Lake Susan
$101-$250

Lake Susan is a 
beautiful spot.  The 

final worship service of 
the conference is held 

with everyone 
spreading out around 
the lake, complete with 
candlelight. It is at the 
center of the activity!

This level will help 
cover a good portion of 
one youth’s room and 

board.

Anderson 
Auditorium

$251+
Anderson Auditorium 

is where everyone 
gathers together for 

worship, keynote 
speakers, and other 

events every day.
It is a gorgeous, sacred 

space!
This level will help cover 
a large majority of one 

or more youth’s 
complete conference 

experience. 
*Make checks payable to CPC and designate for “Montreat”
*Let us know if you would like to be recognized for your sponsorship on a church bulletin board and in the GoodNews Letter
*Please indicate if you wish your sponsorship to be Anonymous
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Notes from the February Session Meeting 
• The Session approved the 2018 Annual Statistical Report to be forwarded to the Presbytery of the 

Peaks.   
• Communications were received from the Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands and 

Massanetta Springs, each expressing appreciation for the first-quarter benevolence giving; and from 
the Women’s Resource Center and the New River Community Action Head Start Program, each 
expressing appreciation for CPC’s support in past years. 

• Shelda Wills was elected to serve as Commissioner to the February 21 Presbytery of the Peaks 
meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Martinsville. 

• The Compassion Ministry Team noted that volunteers are needed to “Feed the Flock” at Cooper 
House on March 19 and April 23. 

• The Framework Ministry Team reviewed the income and expense report for January that showed 
income of $16,252.93 and expenses of $27,152.38, for a deficit of $10,899.45. The team also 
reviewed the January 2019 designated accounts report. 

• The Session accepted a letter from Martie Ludden, who has reviewed CPC’s 2018 financial 
transactions and found them to be in order. The Session then voted that Martie be approved to 
conduct the review of the 2019 financial transactions.  

• The Togetherness Ministry Team reported that the “Churchwide Birthday Party” had been a huge 
success, that plans have been made for a “Movie Time and Popcorn” all-church fellowship event on 
February 17, that the soup luncheon fundraiser for the Montreat Youth Conference will take place on 
March 3, and that locations are being researched for an off-site all-church picnic on June 30. 

• The Director of Youth Ministries and Community Engagement reported that the Valentine luncheon 
was very successful and that the monthly young children’s gathering had gone well. 

• The Pastor reported that the “Christianity Re-formed” Sunday Morning Journey Group is going well 
with an average weekly attendance of 21, and he is planning an 8-week sermon series (March 3-
April 21) based on John Philip Newell’s book, The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s Struggle for New 
Beginnings.   

• The Session approved the Pastor’s request for study leave dates of April 22-28 and vacation dates 
of May 12-18. 

• The Session noted the death of Angie Bowles on January 21. 
 
 

Spiritual Direction Available 
Jennifer Makin is available to assist individuals seeking to deepen in their 
personal relationship with God or who find themselves in the midst of 
spiritual crisis. The spiritual life is one of "formation" characterized by 
periods of healing, growth, and transformation as we gradually allow 
ourselves to know and be known by God. During such periods, it can be 

extremely helpful to have a spiritual companion or director who provides faithful listening in the context 
of a safe and trusting relationship where confidentiality is held in sacred trust. Jennifer is a 
developmental psychologist, spiritual director, massage therapist, and healing touch practitioner. As 
such, she has many tools and resources to draw upon to assist those on the path to wholeness. To 
make an appointment, you may call her at 382-2390, or email her at ringbearer01@hotmail.com. 

  

tel:%28540%29%20382-2390
mailto:ringbearer01@hotmail.com


 

7 
 

March Winds Blow in Celebrations!
Birthdays 
Mar. 1 Jody Humphreys 
Mar. 2 Savannah Hamilton 
 Jeff Hamley 
Mar. 3 Denise Dabney 
 Charlie Rumpf 
Mar. 4 Arcadia Doak 
 Lynda Hubble 
 Jere Johnson 
 Melissa Lawson 
 Carolyn Relly 
Mar. 6 Phil Daniels 
 Samuel Dunn 
 Sara Snow 
Mar. 7 Sharon Scott 
Mar. 8 Ralph Clements 
Mar. 9 Grant Gunther 
Mar. 10 Molly Andrews 
 Pam Minter 
 Nancy Nixon 

Mar. 11 Jake Hamley 
 Krissy Rumpf 
Mar. 12 Alice Alley 
 Daquan Hamley 
 Matthew Richardson 
Mar. 14 Sandra McDowell 
 Fiona Thomas 

Mar. 15 Emma Barber 
 Eben Collins 
 Don Makin 
Mar. 18 Bev Thomas 
Mar. 22 Lois Morris 
Mar. 23 Michelle Hubble 
 Paul Newman 
 Sharyl Ogle 
 Cheryl St. John 
Mar. 24 Kymn Davidson- 
       Hamley 
Mar. 25 Drew Newman 
 Claudia Pugh 

Mar. 27 Ralph Dobbins 
Mar. 28 Bruce Board 
 Jodie Smith Stevens 
Mar. 29 Niki Badillo 
 Floyd Childress 
 Bob Fisher 
Mar. 30 Jake Snow 
 Bob van Luyn 
Mar. 31 Kamryn St. Clair 

Anniversaries 
Mar. 1   Michael & Suzanne Dunn 
Mar. 6   George & Debbie Brame 
Mar. 16  Les & Yali Beamer 
Mar. 17  Wayne & Pam King 
Mar. 23  John & Jean Wonderley 

 

 

Inclement Weather Reminder  

In the event of dangerous winter weather conditions, any decision to cancel Sunday 
Morning Journey Groups and/or Worship will be made by 8:00 a.m. on the Sunday 
involved and will be recorded as an outgoing announcement on the church’s main 

telephone number answering machine, 382-2802. Cancellation news will also be forwarded to local 
television stations for public announcement. 
 
 

Remember Our Shut-In and Out-of-Town Members 
(For contact information on any of our shut-in or out-of-town members, 

please call the church office at 382-2802.) 

Dorothy Beasley Charlotte Davis Ray Obenshain 

Estelle Chandler Lois Morris Edith Reed 
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We Welcome All Who Worship  
with Us 
We welcome all visitors to our worship services and activities. If you are a visitor, 
please know that your presence among us is noted and appreciated. We hope to 
see you again. Members, if you see neighbors or co-workers visiting us, please 
extend your personal greeting, and invite them to return. Let’s be sure all our 
visitors know that they are welcome and needed here! 
 

 

Memorial Gifts 
In memory of Betty Cross by Shelda Wills 

In memory of Andy Messner by Ed & Beverley Costello; Michael & Danette Hicklin; 
Jennifer Stidham; and the Warf family (Chris, Alicia, Claire, Natalie, & Joy) 

In memory of G. C. Musser by Shelda Wills 

Designated for the Montreat Youth 
Conference Scholarships 

In memory of Monty Leitch by an anonymous donor 
 

Honorary Gift 
Designated for the Montreat Youth 

Conference Scholarships 
In honor of Joe & Margot Thompson by an anonymous donor 

 

Need a Helping Hand Around the House? 
CPC’s Men’s Group is dedicated to offering assistance to anyone in the church 
who may need a little help from time to time with small jobs at home. Need some 
furniture moved? A leaky faucet fixed? A running toilet repaired? A hard-to-reach 
light bulb replaced? Furnace filters changed? Smoke detector checked? Pictures 
or mirror hung? We would love to help . . . no charge!  
Please call the church office (382-2802) to make your request. Your information 
will be passed on to us, and we will be in touch to set up a time. While we are not 
able to perform routine yard work (such as mowing, trimming, raking) or major 

repairs or renovations, we are eager to pitch in with the many smaller odd jobs that crop up around 
the house all the time.   
Please do call the church office to let us know how we can lend a hand! 



Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 
107 West Main St. 
Christiansburg, VA  24073 March 2019 540-382-2802 

cpchurch@usit.net 
www.christiansburgpres.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 2 

2:00 PM Youth 
prepare for Soup 
Luncheon - FH 

3 – Transfiguration of the 
Lord 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 
Journey Groups 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Soup Luncheon 
Fundraiser for Montreat 
Youth Conference 

4 
10:00 AM Office 
Staff Meeting 
6:00 PM Merry 
Hearts Circle 
Meeting – Rm. 201 
 

5 
10:45 AM Bethany 
Circle Meeting – Rm. 
201 
 

5 – Ash Wednesday 
NOTE: No Children’s Ensemble, 
Youth & Adult Ensemble, or 
Chancel Ringers rehearsals today 
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service 
- Sanctuary  
7:30 PM Chancel Choir – Rm. 103 

7 
4:00 PM Spiritual 
Listening Journey 
Group – Rm. 202 
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10 – 1st Sunday in Lent 
2:00 AM Daylight Saving 
Time begins 
8:30 AM CPC Men’s Group 
Breakfast Meeting – FH 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 
Journey Groups  
10:30 AM Worship  

11 
10:00 AM Office 
Staff Meeting 
 

12 
6:30 PM Session 
Meeting – FH 

13 
5:00 PM Children’s Ensemble – 
Rm. 107 
5:45 PM Youth & Adult Ensemble 
– Rm. 107  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers – Rm. 
103  
7:15 PM Chancel Choir – Rm. 103 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 
Journey Groups 
10:30 AM Worship with 
Ordination/Installation of 
Elders 
11:30 AM After-Church 
Fellowship - FH 
11:30 AM Grades 5-12 
Youth meet 

18 
10:00 AM Office 
Staff Meeting 
 

19 
6:00 PM “Feed the 
Flock” at Cooper House 

20 
5:00 PM Children’s Ensemble – 
Rm. 107 
5:45 PM Youth & Adult Ensemble 
– Rm. 107  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers – Rm. 
103  
7:15 PM Chancel Choir – Rm. 103 

Newsletter Deadline 

21 22 23 
 

24 – 3rd Sunday in Lent 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 
Journey Groups 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Children’s 
Gathering (infants-4th 
grade) 
 

25 
10:00 AM Office 
Staff Meeting 

26 
 

27 
5:00 PM Children’s Ensemble – 
Rm. 107 
5:45 PM Youth & Adult Ensemble 
– Rm. 107  
6:30 PM Chancel Ringers – Rm. 
103  
7:15 PM Chancel Choir – Rm. 103 

28 29 30 

31 – 4th Sunday in Lent 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 
Journey Groups 
10:30 AM Worship 

      

 

mailto:cpchurch@usit.net
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